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From the Desk of the Executive Director
Up Next at AMCO
To our airport and aerodrome members, business members, and avid
Airport Environment and You readers we hope this edition finds you well as we
move into the summer. We have come a long way as an industry in the last
three months but there is cause for hope on the horizon.
With economies opening up globally and airlines slowly beginning to bring
back flights it is more important than ever to remain vigilant in our fight against
the spread of COVID-19. We urge all of our readers to follow all government
directives at this time, monitor your own health and the health of those around
you, and help to keep the momentum of recovery moving in the right direction.
AMCO knows this time has hit our members hard, with the airline industry
decimated in recent months. Communities are struggling to maintain their
airports and aerodromes despite their necessity as critical infrastructure. This
has guided AMCO in its recent report Airports, Aerodromes, and COVID-19
submitted to the provincial government in recognition of their reliance on
airports and aerodromes to provide essential services to all Ontarians. We
hope that you have had time to share this report with your Member of
Provincial Parliament, local representatives and boards, and internally. If you
would like a copy of the report you can reach us at AMCO@AMCO.ON.CA
and one will be provided to you.
Like many organisations AMCO is in the process of evaluating our annual
Convention and Trade Show, as well as the members’ Annual General
Meeting scheduled for this fall. We are committed to ensuring the safety of our
members and will follow all guidelines should the event go ahead as
scheduled. Updates on the AMCO Convention and Trade Show will be
provided as decisions are made so please bear with us.
Finally, thank you for your continued support of AMCO, airports and
aerodromes, and the businesses that serve them during this time.
Stay safe and stay healthy.
Hopeful Regards,

Aaron Lougheed
Executive Director, AMCO
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Aviation Associations Renew Request for Government Support
Original Article by Skies Magazine, May 11, 2020
For full article click here

Fourteen aviation industry associations have come
together to send a letter to Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau, outlining a number of necessary nearterm initiatives required for the national aviation
community to “emerge from this (COVID-19) crisis
ready to support Canada’s economic recovery.”
…
The associations identify “industry-wide actions”
the government can take that will allow businesses
to “help their passengers, customers, students and
communities to return to a state of economic
health and normalcy as quickly as possible.”
These actions include:

•
•

An extension to the Canadian Emergency Wage Subsidy set to expire June 5;

•

Ensuring that all airports, regardless of ownership model, are eligible for all support programs
implemented to combat COVID-19;

•
•

A suspension of all federal excise and carbon taxes on jet fuel and av gas;

•

A suspension of passenger Air Traveller Security Charges (ATSC) for flights flown during this pandemic
period;

•
•

Extended rent relief for National Airport Systems airports;

•

Subsidies to support upskilling and reskilling of the workforce;

Financial support for all of Canada’s air operators, airports, maintenance, repair and overhaul
organizations, and flight training units devastated by the impact of COVID-19;

Federal financial assistance for air navigation charges incurred for flights flown during this pandemic
period;

Extended Canada Emergency Commercial Rent Assistance (CECRA) program for all airports, regardless
of ownership model, helping Canada’s air operators, flight training units and airports;

An extension of the deferrals on current regulatory implementation and consultation processes that are not
related to the pandemic.
“Time is of the essence and our ability to respond effectively will translate to how quickly Canadians and our
economy get moving again,” the associations’ letter reads. “We are already reaching out to the ministers and
departments who have direct oversight on these issues. But it is also important to share with the government
how these actions will not only support aviation businesses and jobs, but how they in fact will bolster the
Canadian economy as a whole.”
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Local MPs Slam Decision to Stop Service at Lake Simcoe Regional Airport
Original Article by Staff, Orillia Matters, May 21, 2020
For full article click here
Members of Parliament Doug Shipley (BarrieSpringwater-Oro-Medonte), John Brassard (BarrieInnisfil), Bruce Stanton (Simcoe North), Terry Dowdall
(Simcoe Grey), and Scot Davidson (York Simcoe) are
asking the government to immediately reinstate
Canada Border Service Agency (CBSA) service to the
Lake Simcoe Regional Airport (LSRA) as a
Commercial Port of Entry. The LSRA is essential to
maintain supply chains for the Canadian economy and
for the receipt of Personal Protective Equipment
(PPE).
The shutdown, a temporary COVID-19 related measure, was announced May 12 and will remain in effect
until further notice. “How could such a decision be made, given how important this airport is to this area
during this pandemic?” MP Brassard asked Minister of Public Safety and Emergency Preparedness Bill Blair
in the House of Commons on Wednesday.
The airport is a critical support asset to many manufacturing firms located throughout Simcoe County and
beyond. It is the only CBSA Commercial-Port of Entry airport between Toronto Pearson International and
North Bay to carry this specific, commercial
designation.
The unexpected closure has halted all international
flights requiring customs services, directly affecting
Canadian Forces Base Borden, Honda Canada parts
deliveries, as they restart production, and local
manufacturers supplying personal protective
equipment (PPE) during the COVID-19 crisis.
“This is a short-sighted decision by the minister,”
Brassard said in the House. “Will the minister commit
to reinstating service to the LSRA as a commercial
point of entry because of its importance in maintaining
supply chains for our local and Canadian economy and
for the receipt of PPE?”
Blair’s response stopped well short of resuming service
at the LSRA. Instead, the Minister stated the
government “will do its best to support the essential
travel of lucrative goods through the airport, but
general aviation and private aircraft coming and going
will be restricted while these restrictions are in place.”
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COVID-19 Wage Subsidy Program Extended Through August
Original Article By Jordan Press, The Canadian Press, May 15, 2020
For full article click here
A federal wage subsidy for employees in businesses hit hard by COVID-19 will last at least through
the summer and the federal government is asking companies to rehire laid off staff — many of whom
have received aid from an emergency benefit that has gone over budget.
The $73-billion Canada Emergency Wage Subsidy was set to expire in the first week of June, only a
few weeks after the first payments rolled out and with only a small fraction of its budget spent.
Subsidies will now be available through to the end of August, though the legislation that created the
subsidy gave the government the authority to extend qualifying periods for help to the end of
September.

Hamilton International Airport Keeping the Supply Chain Open in
COVID-19 Pandemic
Original Article by John Best, The Bay Observer, April 20, 2020
For full article click here

While facing the unprecedented impact of the COVID-19 pandemic,
including a drastic decline in passenger travel experienced globally,
John C. Munro Hamilton International Airport remains Canada’s largest
domestic express cargo airport. As a gateway for facilitating goods
movements across Canada and around the globe, the Airport offers
safe and secure facilities for its 24/7 operation while partnering with key
cargo companies such as Cargojet, DHL, UPS, Amazon, Canada Post
and Purolator.
Hamilton International and its partners continue to work safely together so goods and essential supplies can
reach the people that need them. With a growing demand for a variety of medical supplies and products
needed during this crisis, air cargo shipments arriving from various international destinations into Canada are
expedited thanks to an established express cargo operation at the Hamilton International Airport.
Since March 11, when the World Health Organization declared COVID-19 a global pandemic, ecommerce
and online sales in Canada have doubled. According to a survey of more than 30,000 Canadians by market
research firm Numerator, almost three in ten people are shopping for items online that they normally would
have bought in-store.
Owing to these two key areas of growth over the past month, the Airport has generated a 10% increase in
cargo activity compared to the previous month. This marks a positive development in an otherwise
challenging time for air travel globally. Hamilton International is committed to supporting its passenger airline
partners as they temporarily scale back operations, and during the recovery period to come.
“In this evolving and changing environment, we commend all our partners in the passenger and cargo sectors
for their resilience and exceptional commitment to both their operations and their teams. It is with great pride
that we acknowledge the role that the Airport and its partners are playing during this crisis while supporting
the supply chain for the City of Hamilton, Ontario and Canada” said Cathie Puckering, President and CEO,
John C. Munro Hamilton International Airport.
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Ontario Doubling Limit on Gatherings, More Businesses to Reopen in
Next Stage of COVID-19 Recovery Plan
Original Article by Staff, CBC News, June 8, 2020
For full article click here
Ontarians will soon be allowed to gather in groups of
up to 10 and many more businesses and services will
be allowed to begin operating again as part of the next
stage of the province's regional reopening, set to begin
in some areas later this week.
Premier Doug Ford outlined the details of Stage 2 of
Ontario's plan to lift restrictions on its lockdown,
implemented to help curb the spread of COVID-19, at
his daily briefing Monday afternoon. "I know that staying apart from our friends and loved ones has been one
of the hardest parts of the last few months," Ford said. "Hopefully, today's announcement will bring some
relief."
Twenty-four of Ontario's 34 public health units will be allowed to move into Stage 2 on Friday. The remaining
10, concentrated primarily in the Greater Toronto and Hamilton Area (GTHA) and near the U.S.-Canada
border, will need to wait until new daily case numbers consistently decrease. In addition to increasing the size
of social gatherings from five to 10, the government says places of worship will be able to welcome
congregants again with a 30 per cent capacity limit. Both changes also take effect on Friday throughout the
province, regardless of public health unit.
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Reconnecting Canada to the World
Post Coronavirus
Original Article by Daniel-Robert Gooch,
Canadian Airports Council, May 6, 2020
For full article click here

Canada’s airports are working to clarify their eligibility
for government support as a matter of urgency and in
the longer term, to create a more complete relief and
recovery package that would include:
•

Confirmation that airports would be eligible for
all federal subsidies, programmes and grants
available to Canadian businesses and not-forprofits

•

Additional short and longer-term relief
mechanisms, such as loans or loan guarantees
and cash injections for particularly vulnerable
airports to support ongoing operations on vastly
reduced revenue

•

Delayed implementation of non-COVID-19
related regulations and a pool of funding
airports can access to finance the
implementation of regulations and programmes
that support mandated new accessibility, safety
and environmental investments in terminals and
on-airport property.

As well as working with the government and airlines
on solutions at home, we are also working with our
colleagues at airports around the world to build an
international recovery strategy. Through ACI-North
America, the Canadian Airports Council (CAC) is
participating in high-level and in-depth discussions
with ACI World, which is coordinating the airport
community’s international response and guidance to
rebuild trust in the travel process and strengthen
passenger confidence, working with a number of
groups such as World Travel and Tourism Council
(WTTC), ATAG and the ICAO task force on COVID19. Areas that are currently under discussion involve
recommissioning of terminal building sections or
entire terminals; working with tenants to reactivate
tenant space and systems, including training of
employees and other measures.
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Air Canada to Resume Sault-Toronto Flights Next Month
Original Article by David Helwig, Northern Ontario Business, May 11, 2020
For full article click here
Air Canada service between Sault Ste. Marie and
Toronto will resume with five flights a week starting
June 22, the airline has announced.
Bearskin Airlines has been the only carrier offering
regularly scheduled flights in and out of the Sault
since Porter dropped its service in March and Air
Canada flights ended Apr. 1, both because of the
COVID-19 emergency.
But Bearskin drops into the Sault on its way between
Thunder Bay and Sudbury, and roughly half of
Bearskin's scheduled flights are currently being cancelled because of low demand, said Terry Bos, chief
executive officer of the Sault Ste. Marie Airport Development Corp. Bos said that starting June 22, an Air
Canada flight from Toronto will arrive in the Sault around 10:30 a.m. five days a week, returning 20 to 25
minutes later.
Bos expected that arrangement will likely remain in place through July, with potential for additional Air
Canada flights to be added in August if demand increases, either running seven days a week or perhaps two
flights a day.
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North Bay Ponies Up Funds to See Airport Through the Summer
Original Article by Staff, Northern Ontario Business, April 23, 2020
For full article click here
The City of North Bay has implemented a stop-gap measure to prevent
the Jack Garland Airport from closing. City council has approved the
transfer of up to $400,000 from capital funds to cover the facility’s day-to
-day operations through the summer months.
In mid-April, council heard that the facility, which serves as a regional
transportation hub for the surrounding area, was in jeopardy of closing
because of the drop in passenger flights due to the COVID-19
pandemic. Coun. Chris Mayne indicated that, at the end of February, the
airport was on track to see four per cent growth over last year. But by the second week of March, two airlines
had cancelled roughly 95 per cent of their service to the city.
At the time, the city’s engineering department estimated a loss of up to 80 per cent in revenue because of the
cancellations. The city suggested the airport could close indefinitely if a solution wasn’t found. But Mayne
suggested even a temporary closure could threaten the airport’s ability to host key service providers.
“The reality is, you would probably lose NAV Canada, who mans the airport tower, the radar stations.
Voyageur Airlines would not be able to operate, nor would Helicopters Canada,” said Mayne during a recent
council meeting. “And the recertification process would be onerous, expensive, and we would probably lose a
lot of the things that we’re able to enjoy right now under our current certification. So, it is not a recommended
choice.”

Eleventh-hour Deal Keeps Ornge Flying Out of Billy Bishop Airport
Original Article by Kevin Donovan, The Record, May 30, 2020
For full article click here
A last-minute reprieve with a favourable rent deal will keep the
air ambulance service Ornge flying out of Billy Bishop Toronto
City Airport during the pandemic, officials say.
Ornge’s annual rent at the downtown airport has been reset by
landlord Ports Toronto to roughly $200,000 a year. It was a
whopping $5 million for the three-month period of March, April
and May because Ornge had to cover all airport costs after
Porter Airlines and Air Canada ceased flying from the island.
The provincial health ministry, which funds Ornge ($204 million annually), paid that bill to keep the airport
open. Now, at least for the time being, the annual rent is back to normal. “It is vital that Ornge maintains
operations (at Billy Bishop) as it is a key patient transport hub providing quick access to trauma hospitals,”
said Hayley Chazan, a spokesperson for provincial health minister Christine Elliott.
Ports Toronto and the ministry are still discussing terms going forward. Both parties are hoping normal airport
operations will resume later this summer.
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World's Largest Cargo Plane Lands at Pearson Airport with Medical Supplies
Original Article by Jonah Shinuda, Insauga, May 30, 2020
For full article click here

Saturday, May 30, the plane landed at Pearson Airport
to deliver a shipment of personal protective equipment
from China via Japan and Alaska.
In addition to being the world’s largest cargo plane, it’s
also the heaviest cargo plane (built to hold 250 tonnes
of cargo) and boasts an incredible wingspan
of 290 feet.
The AN-225 has been flying all over the world to help deliver medical supplies during the COVID-19
pandemic, according to Pearson Airport.
“Before COVID-19, the majority of cargo arriving and departing from Pearson was air and space craft parts,
computer components and precious stones and minerals, pharmaceuticals, chemicals, fresh fruit, vegetables,
other food and textiles,” the airport said in a recent statement.
“However, in these changing times, Pearson has become a critical link for air cargo, ensuring Canada has
access to time-critical medical supplies, highly perishable goods, and materials needed to support economic
stability and recovery.”
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London International Airport Performs Upgrades During Pandemic
Original Article by Bryan Bicknell, CTV News London, May 12, 2020
For full article click here
With almost no one taking to the friendly skies, the London International
Airport is using the pandemic-related downtime to catch up on much
needed improvement projects. Airport president Mike Seabrook says
the airport has just one flight per day, down from 40 per day. “What
we’re undertaking is a lot of projects that we couldn’t do, that would be
very difficult when the airport is busy.”
Biggest on the to do list is replacing the tarmac on the north taxi-way. It amounts to about 40,000 tonnes of
asphalt, covering more than one million square feet. Also getting a little TLC is the main parking lot, where
the faded yellow lines are getting a new paint job.
Inside the terminal building, where there is nary a soul in sight except for a few staffers, walls are being
repainted, and floors are being shined and sealed. Parts of the baggage screening system are also being
upgraded.
Seabrook says the airport is holding off on changes to address physical distancing, at least for now. He says
he's waiting on future regulations and policies that will govern how airports process passengers. “As the
market returns in hopefully July, August, and then through the fall there’s going to be changes for sure on
how passengers are processed through an airport and the arrangements on aircraft. There’s a lot of
discussion right now worldwide in the industry among airports, airlines, and policy-makers about how to do
that.”
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Ottawa Pledges Millions to Promote Tourism Within Canada
Amid COVID-19 Pandemic
Original Article by The Canadian Press, May 31, 2020
For full article click here
Ottawa is earmarking millions of dollars to promote
holiday travel inside Canada as it seeks to help the
tourism industry weather the COVID-19 pandemic.
The funds announced by Economic Development
Minister Melanie Joly on Sunday include $30 million
originally intended to attract foreign visitors through the
federal tourism marketing agency, Destination Canada.
Instead, the money will be used to help provinces and
territories encourage Canadians to discover their "own
backyard" as the country's international borders remain
largely closed due to COVID-19.
The government is also setting aside around $40 million so tourism agencies in southern and northern
Ontario, as well as western Canada, can adapt their operations to the pandemic, particularly as what would
normally be the busy summer season approaches.
"A lot of people who have lost their jobs are in the tourism sector right now and the entire idea right now is to
save the summer, but to save the summer differently," Joly told The Canadian Press.
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City Officials Calling for Airlines to
Resume Flights at YQG Airport Sooner
Than Scheduled
Original Article By Sanjay Maru, CBC News,
June 2, 2020
For full article click here
During a media conference
involving airport CEO Mark
Galvin and Windsor Mayor
Drew Dilkens — who also
serves as YQG board chair
— the two discussed "the
new normal" for airlines and
travellers once flights begin to resume. Since April, all
commercial flights to and from YQG have been
suspended.
Porter Airlines and Air Canada are scheduled to
resume commercial flights out of Windsor in July and
September, respectively. On Tuesday, officials
said the airport will have PPE, like masks and
sanitizer, available for travellers when commercial
flights resume.
Galvin said Windsor International Airport has a
great opportunity to rebound from the devastating
effects of COVID-19 compared to other airports
where airlines have suspended service.
"People are going to gravitate toward areas where
they feel a little more comfortable. We're in a position
to take advantage of our location and provide a lessfrenzied environment for travellers," said Galvin.
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Airlines Searching for Ways to Get
Canadians Travelling Again
Original Article by Melissa Lopez-Martinez,
CTV News, May 24, 2020
For full article click here
As lockdown restrictions are slowly lifted around the
world, the travel industry is looking at ways to get
Canadians back on board.
While airlines, hotels and cruise ships are eager to
open their doors, experts say convincing Canadians
to travel again will be a tough sell.
Incentives are being introduced by airlines, resorts
and hotels as a way to bring aboard new passengers,
according to Allison Wallace, vice-president of
communications at Flight Centre Canada.
…
Air Canada recently announced revisions to their
goodwill policy that will allow customers of cancelled
flights due to COVID-19 the option to receive either a
travel voucher with no expiry date or bonus Aeroplan
miles.
The airline also promised to reduce airfare for
domestic flights as it introduced its new summer
schedule including domestic and international flights.

You Can Travel to the Bahamas in July
Original Article by Lisa Belmonte, Narcity, June 3, 2020
For full article click here
Down south vacations are on the horizon. The Bahamas reopening is
happening soon and Canadians can travel there starting in July. However,
there will be some differences from the usual travel experience like no buffets
at resorts.
On July 1, the Caribbean country is allowing international travel to resume
and letting in tourists again as part of a phased approach to bring back
tourism. International and commercial airlines can start flying and hotels and
vacation rentals can open on that date. Because the COVID-19 pandemic is
still going on, there will be new health and safety measures in place.
…
As part of its reopening, The Bahamas is asking travellers to continue following public health guidelines when
it comes to distance, hand washing and protective gear.
Tourists should pack face masks just like they would sunscreen and swimsuits. Everybody will get their
temperature taken at airports and seaports, and masks will be required in those spaces as well.
Other countries are getting tourism back up and running including Italy and Iceland.
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Board of Directors
Past President….…..
Treasurer…………………….Terry Bos, A.A.E., Sault Ste. Marie

Business Members
Airport Supply and Security
Arconas
Eddynet Sweepers
M&L Supply
Midwest Industrial Supply
Securitas (STAS)
United Rotary Brush Corp.
Airfield Inspection, Lighting,
Nav Aids and Reporting
ADB Safegate Canada
Approach Navigation Systems
Eaton-Crouse Hinds Series
Millard Towers
Seguin Morris
Tap Report
Tristar Electric
Tradewind Scientific
Consultants and Engineers
Air Support Inc.
Avcon Worldwide
Avia NG
EnGlobe

EXP
Explorer Solutions
Falcon Environmental Services
Gibbings Consulting
HM Aero Aviation Consulting
J.L. Richards & Associates Ltd.
LRI Engineering Inc.
Octant Aviation Inc.
Pear Canada
Phoenix AMG Inc.
Rice Group
Stantec
Tetra Tech
The Loomex Group
WASCO
WSP

HUB Surface Systems
McAsphalt Industries Limited
Norjohn Contracting & Paving Ltd.

Equipment and Training
Amaco Equipment
Canada Heavy Equipment College
Colvoy Enterprises
Cubex
DCL Aviation Group Inc.
Del Equipment
J.A. Larue Inc.
Marathon Equipment Inc.
R.P.M. Tech
Team Eagle

Contractors and Construction
Airlines Pavement Markings
Cornell Construction
EJ
EVOQ Architecture
Graff Concrete New
H.J. Skelton Canada

Special Thanks to our Sustaining Members
for their support:

Fuel System and Parking
AGFT
Avjet Holding
Petro Value
Kardtech Inc.
National Energy Equipment
Precise ParkLink

The Airport Management Council of Ontario
was formed to represent the interests of airport
owners and operators. The AMCO Newsletter,
The Airport Environment and You, is distributed
to members and the airport industry a large.
amco@amco.on.ca
The opinions and views expressed in the
newsletter are not necessarily those of the
Airport Management Council of Ontario, its
Board of Directors, or its members, nor are
they responsible for such opinions and views
or for any inaccuracies in the articles.
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